
Analytical Poster Assignment 
 
For your final project, you will produce an academic poster to serve both as a visual record of 
your writing process and as a showcase for an analytical argument about one of our texts. This 
project counts as 35% of your final grade. You will complete this assignment in several stages:  

1. Brainstorm using a technique or techniques we have practiced this semester, like mind 
mapping or creating a word cloud.  

2. Draft a thesis and send it to me via email with an abstract of your paper idea by Oct 2. 
Include a copy of your brainstorming activity. 

3. Submit a draft of your 5-page analytical essay to Brightspace on Oct 13.  
4. Meet with me to discuss feedback on this draft on Oct 16.  
5. Revise the paper and begin to design the poster using Microsoft PowerPoint. Submit a 

draft poster design to Brightspace on Oct 27. 
6. Submit the final poster, polished and including your self reflection, to Brightspace on 

Nov 8.  
7. Present your completed poster to the class on Nov 27-Dec 1. (I will print the poster for 

you.) 
 
The poster must include these elements: 

• Completed and revised analytical essay* 
• 2-page self reflection identifying the changes you made during various stages of the 

writing process 
• At least one visual brainstorming activity that you completed before writing the essay 

(mind map, word cloud, etc.) 
• At least one image related to the text or your thesis 
• Works cited 
• Either the full primary text (if shorter than 20 lines) or an excerpt 

 
*Analytical essay: You have two goals in this assignment: (1) destabilize the static 
reading of one of our primary course texts by putting forward your own compelling, 
original, and complex interpretation grounded in close reading, and (2) make your writing 
and thinking process clear to your audience. You are welcome to use and develop an 
analysis that you began to explore in your response journal or during class discussions.  

 
Format: We will workshop the design of your poster to ensure that it looks professional and 
polished. You must include your full analytical essay, your works cited, a self-reflection, an 
excerpt or full text of your subject, and at least two visual components. The layout of these items 
is up to you, but everything must be readable. The poster should measure 24” x 18”. 
 
Audience: The audience for this assignment is the entire Vanderbilt community. Because your 
poster will be on display on campus during the Spring 2018 semester, you can expect students, 
faculty, and visitors to view it. Keep in mind that some members of this audience may glance 
quickly at your images, title(s), and diagrams, whereas other members of the audience may 
closely read your analysis. Be sure to make your argument as clear as possible to both groups. 
 
 



Analytical Poster Final Rubric 
 
Argumentative Thesis (20 points): ____ 
10           9            8             7             6             5 
The thesis stakes a complex,  
controversial claim. 

      4              3              2            1              0   
The essay has no thesis or  
makes a statement of fact. 

10           9            8             7             6             5 
The thesis is original and 
destabilizes an obvious reading. 

 4              3              2            1               0   
The essay has no thesis or  

relies on a static interpretation. 
Support for Thesis (30 points): ____ 
10           9            8             7              6            5 
The essay offers a logical and  
compelling interpretation of the text. 

4              3              2             1              0   
The essay relies on generalizations or 

fails to address counterarguments. 
10           9             8            7              6            5 
The author selects evidence  
carefully and thoroughly interprets it. 

4              3              2             1              0   
The essay may lack enough evidence,  

may lack analysis of the evidence. 
10           9             8            7              6            5 
The author uses summary  
sparingly and effectively. 

4              3              2             1              0   
The author summarizes the text 

extensively without direction. 
Organization and Structure (20 points): ____ 
8              7                 6                 5                    4                                
The argument proceeds cohesively 
with smooth transitions. 

          3                 2                  1                 0   
The essay may contain ruptures in  

thought or repeat itself. 
     6                     5                        4                    3 
The essay begins with a strong  
introduction that situates the thesis. 

2                       1                      0    .   
The essay has no introduction or 

begins with generalizations. 
     6                     5                        4                    3 
The conclusion addresses the argument’s 
significance and provides closure. 

2                       1                      0    .   
The essay may contain no conclusion  

or may simply restate the introduction. 
Poster Design and Graphics (20 points): ____ 
10           9              8            7             6             5 
All required elements are present,  
visible, and easy to read or view. 

4               3              2             1             0   
At least one element is missing or  
unreadable due to font size/color. 

10           9              8            7             6             5 
The poster looks professional  
and engages a viewer’s interest. 

4               3              2             1             0   
The poster design is cluttered,  

bland, or otherwise unappealing. 
Academic Style and Tone (10 points): ____ 
            5                      4                        3 
The author addresses the  
audience appropriately (formally). 

2                       1                        0             .   
The author repeatedly uses  

slang or informal language. 
            5                      4                        3 
The essay is practically free from  
MUGS or MLA errors (2-3 total). 

2                       1                         0            .   
The essay contains a distracting  

number of MUGS or MLA errors. 
 


